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In the Matter of an Investigation into
IntraLATA Toll Contribution Levels of 
US West Communications, Inc

ISSUE DATE: February 9, 1996

DOCKET NO. P-421/CI-95-695

ORDER GRANTING TIME EXTENSION

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

On July 13, 1995, the Commission issued its ORDER APPROVING PROPOSAL AND
INITIATING INVESTIGATION in Docket Nos. P-421/EM-94-1169 and P-421/CI-95-695.  In
that Order, the Commission approved U S West Communications, Inc.'s (USWC’s) proposed
revisions to its Circle Calling Rate Break program and also initiated an investigation into the
contribution USWC receives from its intraLATA toll and access services.  Specifically, the
Commission directed the Department to “secure and file data stating USWC’s aggregate
contribution from intraLATA toll and per-minute contribution from intraLATA toll and to
compare both figures to the aggregate and per-minute contribution from current access
charges.”  The Commission directed the Department to submit its report within six months (on
or before January 16, 1996) with subsequent deadlines for parties to file initial and reply
comments.

On January 16, 1996, the Minnesota Department of Public Service (the Department) filed a
request for a three-month extension of the deadline for filing its report

On February 6, 1996, the Commission met to consider this matter.

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

In support of its request for additional time to file its report, the Department noted several
developments that complicated its work and required the additional time:
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‚ In December 1995, USWC revised its rates for Message Toll Service and
several other toll service options in Docket No. P-421/EM-95-1273.  In
that filing, USWC eliminated its many mileage bands and now charges
intraLATA MTS rates of 23 cents per minute during the daytime and 11
cents per minute evenings, nights and weekends, regardless of mileage. 
USWC also revised the rates for its related discount plans.

‚ In addition, USWC is also expected to filed revisions to its access
charges in January 1996 pursuant to December 1994 Orders in Docket
No. P-999/C-93-90.

The Department explained that these recent and anticipated revisions to USWC's toll rates and
access charges will change the amount of contribution realized from these two services.   

In sum, the Department argued that it needs an additional three months so that its study data
can reflect the effects of these two recent developments.  No party objected to the Department's
request.

The Commission will grant the Department's request.  A review of the amount of contribution
USWC realizes from its toll and access services should be based on the most current
information possible, and not on outdated figures. The additional time requested is reasonable
in light of the changed conditions cited and should result in a much more useful report.

ORDER

1. The three-month extension of the January 16, 1996 deadline for filing a report on
USWC's contribution from intraLATA toll and from access charges is hereby granted. 
The Department, then, shall file its report on or before April 16, 1996.

2. This Order shall become effective immediately.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION

Burl W. Haar
Executive Secretary

(S E A L)

This document can be made available in alternative formats (i.e., large print or audio tape) by
calling (612) 297-1200 (TDD/TTY) or 1 (800) 657-3782.


